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Wildenstein Palace

Welcome to the
Upper Rhine Valley
Would you like to travel back in time to the days of kings, queens, knights,
and ladies? Then let the three-country region in Germany, France, and
Switzerland enchant you with its centuries-old history and dazzling display
of historic architecture.
With medieval treasures like Trifels Imperial Castle in Southern Palatinate
and Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle in Alsace, baroque jewels like Bruchsal
Palace and Rastatt Residential Palace, and exceptional highlights like the
fortified city of Neuf-Brisach (UNESCO), the Upper Rhine Valley is home to
many breathtaking relics of times gone by just waiting to be discovered – and
all within very short distances!
In this brochure, you will find a collection of the region’s most glittering
palaces, remarkable castles, and stunning fortresses. Centuries of shared
history and noble families like the Habsburgs influenced and changed the
face of the region and the fate of its people.
Medieval costume tours, castle festivals, theatrical performances, and children’s programs allow you to experience this exciting history first-hand. The
map featured at the end of this brochure allows you to find each individual
highlight quickly and easily, and is also a useful tool when planning your trip
through the Upper Rhine Valley. Best of all, each of our brochure highlights
is accessible via public transportation.
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Hambach Palace

Up and onwards to the palace!
From the very first moment the flag of black, red, and gold – Germany’s
national colors – waved atop the Kastanienberg near Neustadt in 1832,
Hambach Palace has been considered the cradle of German democracy
and joins St. Paul’s Church in Frankfurt and the Reichstag in Berlin as one
of the nation’s most important symbols of freedom and democracy. Around
30,000 people took part in the Hambach Festival of 1832, during which they
made their way, flags waving, up to the palace to demand unity and freedom.
With the permanent exhibition “Up and onwards to the palace!”, we invite you
to become a part of the legendary march to the castle and travel back in time
to the exciting events of 1832. The exhibition tour presents a vivid overview
of the development of democracy all the way up to present day. Numerous
media and activity stations allow you to understand and experience history,
as do various palace tours, staged tours for children and adults, architectural
tours, and workshops for children, students, and adults.

Highlights
Theater & Fine Dining “Hambach Festival Banquet” – A riotous evening
that reveals the history of the Hambach Festival in a wickedly entertaining way. Between scenes, guests enjoy a traditional meal of regional
specialties like "Keschdesupp" (chestnut soup) and "Saubrode" (pork
loin). And since the palace is located in the heart of the region, a glass of
great Palatine wine can’t be missed!

Stiftung Hambacher Schloss 1832
67434 Neustadt an der Weinstraße
Germany
+49 6321 926290
info@hambacher-schloss.de
www.hambacher-schloss.de
49.324972, 8.118167
April−October: 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
November−March: 11 a.m.−5 p.m.

As early as 1832, festival participants lent their political demands special
emphasis through music, poetry, debate, and speeches; this practice lives
on in the Hambach Festival today, with a spectrum of highlights ranging
from children’s theater, classic concerts, and theatrical performances to
cabaret and political debates.
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Villa Ludwigshöhe
Castle

Gardens as far as the eye can see!

Highlights
Theatrical performances
Adventure tours
Children’s activities
Café Ludwig
Large Castle Festival on August 28, 2015 (with shopping opportunities
featuring musical accompaniment on the morning of the 29th)

Villa Ludwigshöhe Castle is a spectacular eyecatcher perched high above
Edenkoben. Ludwig I of Bavaria built this, his summer residence, as an
"Italian-Style Villa”.
From the loggia, guests can enjoy sweeping views of the Palatinate and
Rhine Valley. The castle interior dazzles with its precious hardwood floors
and richly detailed ceiling and wall paintings. Today, Villa Ludwigshöhe
also houses the Mainz State Museum’s Max Slevogt-Galerie and a Hinder/
Reimers Collection featuring 20th century ceramic art belonging to the State
of Rhineland Palatinate.

Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe Rheinland-Pfalz
Direktion Burgen Schlösser Altertümer
Schloss Villa Ludwigshöhe
Villastraße 64, 67480 Edenkoben
Germany
+49 6323 93016
villa-ludwigshoehe@gdke.rlp.de
www.schloss-villa-ludwigshoehe.de
Blanks Schlosscafé Ludwig
+49 6323 9877180
www.schloss-villa-ludwigshoehe.de
49.278028, 8.087028
January−February: Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
March: 9 a.m.−5 p.m.
April−September: 9 a.m.−6 p.m.
October and November: 9 a.m.−5 p.m.
Closed throughout December and on the 1st workday of the
week. Historic rooms may only be viewed as part of one of the
hourly guided tours.
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Bruchsal Palace

Bruchsal Palace is the only baroque palace of its kind on the Upper Rhine.
It is especially famous for its impressive staircase created by architect
Balthasar Neumann.
With its renowned staircase and stunning banquet halls, Bruchsal Palace
invites guests to experience the splendor of artful baroque staging at its
best. The palace’s Court of Honor promises an almost overwhelming first
impression of color, cheer, and charm; everything is richly painted and
decorated with gilded stucco. Shiny, gold dragons adorn the rooftops, and
even the gargoyles are a mirror of baroque fantasy. The Prince-Bishops of
Speyer had high standards and made it a point to commission the leading
artists of their time, like the famous architect Balthasar Neumann, whose
employment resulted in no less than one of the most important baroque
staircases in southern Germany.
Bruchsal Palace was rebuilt after its destruction in WWII – a truly masterful
artistic and artisanal feat of the last 60 years. Visitors can go on guided tours
and discover how the palace operated in former times from the perspectives
of both the Prince-Bishop and the servants. Children get to be princes and
princesses for a day, giving parents the chance to make their next birthday
a celebration like no other. The palace garden is a delightful park done in
the style of an English landscape garden and offers a quiet, green oasis in
the middle of the bustling city.
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Highlights
Events around the palace – Stylish garden fair, Christmas market
Regular exhibition – Focused on contemporary art and unique topics
Permanent exhibition – Dedicated to palace reconstruction
German Museum of Mechanical Musical Instruments – Featuring instruments from up until the 1920s
Städtisches Museum – Presents regional history from since the Stone Age

Schloss Bruchsal
Schlossraum 4, 76646 Bruchsal
Germany
+49 7251 742661
info@schloss-bruchsal.de
www.schloss-bruchsal.de
49.128772, 8.598615
Tuesday–Sunday, public holidays: 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
Mondays only on public holidays
Closed December 24, 25, 31
January 1: 1−5 p.m.
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Fleckenstein Castle

Experience a medieval adventure at this emblematic castle nestled in the
beautiful Northern Vosges and learn more about its history in a fun and
entertaining way.
This cliff-side castle in Alsace towers above the border between the Park
of the Northern Vosges and the Palatinate. Built on top of an impressive
sandstone rock by the Hohenstaufen Emperor’s master builder in the 12th
century, this castle was entrusted to the Fleckenstein family, who went on
to transform it into an impregnable fortress. In this way, the castle was able
to survive five tumultuous centuries before it was destroyed by Ludwig XIV’s
troops in 1680. Now a protected monument, the castle ruins have been open
to the public since 1959 and attract more than 70,000 visitors every year. This
architectural gem offers a splendid view of the biosphere reserve’s natural
landscape and promises unforgettable moments for guests of all ages.
Those interested in local history or nature and all knights and princesses
at heart are invited to enjoy a day full of adventure! Three types of tours
are offered throughout the season; you can tour the castle independetly
with the help of a leaflet, go on a guided tour in French, German or English
upon prior registration or take your family on our medieval adventure tour,
"Fleckenstein, the Mystery Castle". Also of interest: Le P’tit Fleck, a play
area provided by the Musée en Herbe in Paris where children can learn
more about the castle and surrounding countryside.
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Highlights
“Fleckenstein, the Mystery Castle” – This virtual discovery tour of the
historic building offers families a 3-hour medieval adventure that follows
the ghost Hugo von Fleckenstein around the castle. Twenty staged and
voiced games allow visitors to immerse themselves in the fascinating
world of the Middle Ages

Régie d'exploitation Fleckenstein
Lieu-dit Fleckenstein, 67510 Lembach
France
+33 388 942852
info@fleckenstein.fr
www.fleckenstein.fr
49.044966, 7.771876
10 a.m.−5:30 p.m.
Closed from mid-November to the end of December
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Karlsruhe Palace

The Baden State Museum offers a spectacular overview of more than
5,000 years of international cultural history.
Founded in 1919, the Baden Sate Museum’s collection inside the Karlsruhe
Palace displays examples of the cultural achievements from every era of
mankind. Visitors can see works dating back to pre and early history as
well as pre-Hellenic cultures in the Upper Rhine, not to mention ancient
vases and terracottas, old italic artwork, and Roman stone monuments. The
museum also boasts sculptures ranging from the Middle Ages to modern
times, as well as ivory carvings, painted glass, textiles, furniture, ceramics,
and works of metal and glass. The Museum on Marktplatz shows globally
significant works of Art Nouveau, Art Déco, and 20th century fashion and
design. The latest permanent exhibition, WELTKULTUR / GLOBAL CULTURE,
serves as a modern contribution to socio-political debates on culture and
integration. With unique exhibits from the Middle and Far East as well as
North Africa, this exhibition proves how closely these cultures have been
connected since time immemorial. Countless “wow” moments of intercultural realization are guaranteed!
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Highlights
Marvelous highlights await you in Karlsruhe Palace
– One of the best antique collections in Germany with objects from the
		 Cycladic period, early advanced civilizations, and ancient Greece
– The “Turkish Spoils of War” that were amassed in the 17th century and
		 include precious Ottoman handicrafts
– Art Nouveau collections of international renown

Badisches Landesmuseum Karlsruhe
Schlossbezirk 10, 76131 Karlsruhe
Germany
+49 721 9266514
info@landesmuseum.de
www.landesmuseum.de
49.013611, 8.404444
Tuesday–Thursday: 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
Friday−Sunday, public holidays: 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
Happy Friday: Free admission to the collection exhibitions every
Friday starting at 2 p.m. and a free guided tour at 4 p.m.
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Ettlingen Palace

Gaze upon 800 years of architectural history draped in baroque splendor!

Highlights
Today, the palace is the center of the city – the Asam Hall, once the palace
chapel, is now a world-class concert hall decorated with wall and ceiling
paintings done by the famous artist Cosmas Damian Asam in 1733
The museum offers a varied program all year round, and the Ettlingen
Palace Festival, complete with open-air theater, is a favorite annual
summer highlight within the region

From the original medieval castle to the magnificent baroque palace, visitors
are taken on a spellbinding journey through the history of Ettlingen Palace.
Would you like to try on the glove of a knight’s armor, solve puzzles with
your children or go looking for dragons?
Audio guides or individual tours will guide you through the maze of baroque
salons, allowing you to immerse yourself in the everyday life of Margravine
Sibylla Augusta’s time and learn more about the developments within the
palace that have taken place since then.
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Museum Ettlingen
Schloss, 76275 Ettlingen
Germany
+49 7243 101273
museum@ettlingen.de
www.museum-ettlingen.de
48.94053, 8.40616
Wednesday−Sunday: 11 a.m.−6 p.m.
May−August: 1−6 p.m.
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Lichtenberg Castle

Highlights
Exhibition “Alsatian Rocks and Fossils – Testimonies to the Creation,
Effect, and Death of a Sea”: The fossils and rocks were provided by the
University of Strasbourg and show a part of Alsatian history from
250 to 200 million years B.C.

Visit an extraordinary castle!
Built in the early 13th century by the powerful Lichtenberg family, this castle
underwent renovations and further embellishments under the direction of
architect Daniel Specklin during the 16th century. Louis XIV then captured
the castle in 1678 and repurposed it as a fortress. During the war of 1870,
in which Napoleon III and his troops battled the Prussian army, the castle
was bombed and left behind in ruins. Today, its history and cultural identity
is retold in a modern way and this venerable monument acts as a venue for
exhibitions, a place of discourse, and a center for artistic experiments and
theatrical expression. This unique dynamic recently earned the castle the
“Centre d’Interprétation du Patrimoine” mark of quality.
A visit to the castle is made complete with an educational trail laid out in
three languages that reveals the castle’s most guarded secrets. Lichtenberg is a grand, majestic site affording exceptional panoramic views across
the Northern Vosges. The castle can be toured with the help of a detailed
plan available in French, German, and English. Guided tours in French and
German are also available for groups of 15 or more.
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Château de Lichtenberg
67340 Lichtenberg
France
+33 388 899872
infos@chateaudelichtenberg.com
www.chateaudelichtenberg.com
48.92111, 7.48722
March−October and November 1: Every weekend, 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
April, May, June, and September: Daily, 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
(closed Wednesdays)
July and August: Daily, 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
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Rastatt Residential
Palace

The palace of “Louis of the Turks”: This baroque palace oozes grandeur,
its vast grand courtyard and three monumental palace wings creating a
striking first impression.
Rastatt Residential Palace is a princely residence straight out of a picturebook. Even to this day, its powerful architecture dominates the baroque
inner city surrounded by churches, chapels, and gardens. The residence was
built by Margrave Ludwig Wilhelm of Baden-Baden, the most famous army
general of his time, and his wife Sibylla Augusta, a wise and gifted sovereign.
Here, one can explore how these two brought baroque Europe to the tiny
town of Rastatt. The staterooms of this Margrave duo have been largely
preserved in their original state – an absolute rarity that can’t be missed.
A wide range of guided and special tours makes it easy to travel back in
time to the palace’s golden years during the 18th century. Visitors can meet
a soldier from Louis of the Turks’ entourage or an elegant lady of the court,
and shouldn’t leave before paying a visit to the “Golden Man”, the glittering
baroque landmark on the palace roof.
Guests can not only view the staterooms of the royal pair, but can also visit
the palace’s two museums. The Military History Museum covers the history
of every war that has taken place since the 18th century, including references
to the life of Louis of the Turks. The commemorative site for freedom movements in German history brings guests closer to the ideas and everyday
heroes of the 19th century up until the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989.
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Highlights
A children’s program is also available year-round – children can also try
on baroque costumes on many of the guided tours!
The palace as a striking backdrop for top events – including large openair events in the summer
A palace for everyone – The “Palace Adventure Day” is a colorful festival
featuring a children’s program and regional culinary delights (always on
the 3rd Sunday in June)

Residenzschloss Rastatt
Herrenstr. 18, 76437 Rastatt
Germany
+49 7222 978385
info@schloss-rastatt.de
www.schloss-rastatt.de
48.858918, 8.205454
April 1−October 31:
Tuesday–Sunday, public holidays, 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
November 1−March 31:
Tuesday–Sunday, public holidays, 10 a.m.−4 p.m.
Closed December 24, 25, 31
January 1: 1−4 p.m.
January 6: 10 a.m.−4 p.m.
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Rastatt Favorite Palace

The "favorite" was built 300 years ago as a “Porcelain Palace” for the
margravine’s rich collection. Today, it’s the last of its kind and a rarity of
European significance.
The young Margravine Sibylla Augusta of Baden-Baden commissioned the
building of this summer residence in 1710 on the outskirts of Rastatt in the
Rhine Valley. Just a short carriage ride from Rastatt Residential Palace,
the courtly society would meet here in rural idyll; to this day, one can easily
imagine the exciting hunts and parties once enjoyed here and picture the
elegant men and women strolling through the beautiful garden. Today,
visitors can enjoy the same stroll through the romantic landscape garden.
“Favorite” astounds guests with the richness of its lavish decor. Its crowing
jewel is the “Florentiner Kabinett” (Florentine room), which is still in its
original condition and unique in all of Europe. A total of 758 painstakingly
crafted panels made of multi-colored marble, granite, and semi-precious
stones bathe the walls in rich, dazzling colors. The various collections of the
margravine include porcelain treasures from Asia and Europe in addition
to precious glass and faience. Still intact, the unparalleled collection of the
“Porcelain Palace” was famous among the margravine’s contemporaries
and remains so today. It is now the world’s largest collection of early Meissen
porcelain, the first manufacturer in Europe. A particular eye-catcher is the
margravine’s open kitchen on the ground floor, which was lovingly decorated
down to the very last detail.
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Highlights
Unique guided tours for adults, e.g. “History and Enjoyment” – A tour
with a a culinary component
Dendrological tour – Visits to the special trees in the palace garden
The “Festive Serenades” Quantz-Collegium concert series – Musicians
in historical costumes play baroque and classical compositions

Schloss Favorite Rastatt
Am Schloss Favorite 5, 76437 Rastatt-Förch
Germany
+49 7222 41207
info@schloss-favorite-rastatt.de
www.schloss-favorite-rastatt.de
48.822405, 8.240176
March 16−September 30: Tuesday−Sunday,
public holidays, 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
October 1−November 15: Tuesday–Sunday,
public holidays, 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
November 16–March 15: Closed
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Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle

Highlights
Events take place throughout the year

The Haut-Koenigsbourg Castle in the heart of Alsace invites you to discover almost 900 years of history. A wide range of tours are available for
every taste and age group.
The signature silhouette of the Haut-Koenigsbourg has been a landmark
of the Alsatian countryside for almost 900 years. Built 757 meters above
the ground in the heart of the Vosges Mountains, it is a must-see for those
wishing to understand regional, French, and European history. The first
impression will leave you spellbound, the pink sandstone of the beautiful
and powerful Haut-Koenigsbourg visible even from afar. The castle reigns
over the Alsace Plain and the wine route that winds through the landscape.
On a clear day, one can even see the Black Forest and the mighty peaks
of the Alps.
The castle has had to survive much due to the region’s turbulent history. It
belonged to three major German Imperial dynasties in a row: the Hohenstaufen, the Habsburgs, and the Hohenzollern. It sometimes even fell into
the hands of enemies. After it was allowed to fall into ruin for more than
two centuries, it was finally completely restored at the behest of a German
emperor in the 15th century and is now one of the most marvelous mountain
fortresses of our time.
Today, nearly half a million people visit the castle every year. Offers like
guided tours, playful tours guided by medieval characters, unusual tours,
audio guides, and family workshops are all designed to suit a wide range
of needs and interests.
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Conseil Départemental du Bas-Rhin
Château du Haut-Koenigsbourg
67600 Orschwiller
France
+33 369 332500
haut-koenigsbourg@cg67.fr
www.haut-koenigsbourg.fr
48.249167, 7.343333
November–February: Closed Mondays and on January 1,
May 1, and December 25
Ticket Office Opening Hours:
January, February, November, and December:
9:30 a.m.–Noon, 1−4:30 p.m.
March−October: 9:30 a.m.−5 p.m.
April, May, and September: 9:15 a.m.−5:15 p.m.
June, July, and August: 9:15 a.m.−6 p.m.
The castle closes 45 min. after the ticket office.
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Kintzheim Castle

Large, dark wings glide through the air above the moss-covered walls of
these mystical, 13th-century castle ruins; birds of prey are the sovereigns
here now.
Kintzheim Castle was first mentioned in the year 1270 and was bought by
the city of Sélestat in the 15th century before being sold again in the 17th
century. It consists of a round keep complemented by a shield wall, chapel,
and residence. The castle walls also house the Bird of Prey Sanctuary,
which offers an unforgettable and inspiring spectacle: The largest birds of
prey in the world in free-flight demonstrations. Here, you have the unique
opportunity to observe these majestic creatures up close, something that
would be nearly impossible in the wild. Witness the world’s mightiest birds
of prey fly just a few inches away from you in an authentic medieval setting.
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Highlights
The Bird of Prey Sanctuary offers guests the rare opportunity to observe
the largest, most graceful birds in the world – with the hope that these
demonstrations will touch the people in the audience and impress upon
them the importance of the sanctuary’s work and how vital biodiversity
and the conservation of species is for our planet

Château de Kintzheim
67600 Kintzheim
France
+33 388 928433
promo@voleriedesaigles.com
www.voleriedesaigles.com
48.256387, 7.390000
April 1−November 11
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Saint-Ulrich Castle

Of the three ruins that rise above Ribeauvillé, Saint-Ulrich Castle is
undoubtedly the most fascinating castle complex in Upper Alsace.
Also known as “Rappolstein”, “Gross Rappolstein” or “Ukrichsburg”,
Saint-Ulrich Castle (530 meters high) was built around the 13th century on an
exposed cliff jutting out above Strengbach Valley. It was gradually expanded,
although the most impressive addition was a large wing with two adjacent
grand halls whose beauty was especially underlined by the double row of
windows letting in sunlight from the east.
Although Saint-Ulrich Castle had little military significance, it is a fine
example of a noble residence. It served as residence for the Rappolstein
family until the 15th century and is one of the most gorgeous architectural
works in Alsace. The castle was surrendered in the 16th century, although
it still housed a small garrison at the beginning of the Thirty Years War
(1618-1648). Saint-Ulrich burned down in the 17th century.

Château Saint-Ulrich
68150 Ribeauvillé
France
+33 389 732323
info@ribeauville-riquewihr.com
www.ribeauville-riquewihr.com
48.202846, 7.305263
Freely accessible

Today, the ruins impress visitors with their sheer size and date back to
several different eras:
- The square keep and watchtower are from the 12th century
- The Knight’s Hall and large residence tower date back to the 13th century
- The arrow slit at the entrance and the outer walls are from the 14th century
- The Saint-Ulrich Chapel was built in the 15th century
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Hochburg Castle
near Emmendingen

Hochburg is one of the largest castle ruins in the Upper Rhine Valley,
offering insight into the history of castle and fortress design and an amazing view of the Black Forest.
The remnants of the castle walls are spread across three levels, from the
lowest fortification wall all the way up to the imposing upper castle, the
site’s crowing jewel. The Hochburg Castle near Emmendingen is one of the
most important military complexes in Baden-Württemberg and provides
an exemplary look at the architectural changes large, fortified structures
underwent between the 12th and 17th centuries. More than half a millennium
of military architecture can be experienced right here!
What was life like inside these massive fortresses? Were the fortifications
made of a single element? How did the fortress operate? How many people
could it hold? The building and vast expanses of the fortress complex are
a source of many stories and historical tales which you can hear on one of
the many guided tours. Who were the mighty men who once ruled here, and
how could a castle of such splendor end in ruin? The castle’s rivoting tour
guides know the answers!
Much of what was found on the premises is now on display in the Hochburg
Castle Museum. Even those with a less vivid imagination can’t help but
picture what castle life must have been like all those years ago. The upper
castle’s former wine and storage cellar, which was built in the 12th or 13th
century and vaulted in 1556, contains display cases with various findings
and information panels with further explanations.
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Highlights
Age-appropriate guides for children – The enormous castle is full of
knight’s tales. Thick walls, deep moats, and a thrilling view into the
castle dungeon promises pure adventure for the castle’s younger visitors
The Hochburg Festival – Takes place every September with traditional
crafts, lively music, a medieval tent camp, and everything else that
belongs to a festival at such a proud castle

Hochburg bei Emmendingen
Panoramastraße, 79312 Emmendingen
Germany
+49 7641 19433
info@hochburg.de
www.hochburg-emmendingen.de
48.11675, 7.901333
Interior Castle: Daily, 7 a.m.−9 p.m.
Museum: April 1−October 31, 1−5 p.m.
November 1−March 31: closed
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Hohlandsbourg Castle

Take the time to participate in the castle’s many activities, such as tours,
staged historic performances, and medieval feasts.
A shining example of medieval military architecture, Hohlandsbourg was
built in 1279 by Mayor of Colmar Siegfried von Gundolsheim at the behest
of the Habsburgs.
After various further developments and expansions completed by the counts
of Lupfen in the 14th and 15th centuries and Lazarus von Schwendi in the 16th
century, the castle was the paragon of Alsatian military architecture until
its destruction during the Thirty Years War. Its high walls of granite stone,
which were taken directly from the building site, enclose a large courtyard
with an upper castle situated to the north. At an altitude of 620 meters, this
natural vantage point opens up a unique, 360° view of the valleys below, as
well as the Black Forest and the Vosges’ Belchen Mountain.
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Highlights
Numerous events – Historical festivals, fun and educational activities
An adventure course – for children between 7 and 12 years of age
Gardens – with various herbs, medicinal plants, vegetables, and flowers
that were common in the Middle Ages
Enjoy regional specialties – The small castle shop sells books about
history, Alsace, and culinary arts
Castle Museum – An exhibition of historical objects

Château du Hohlandsbourg
Route des Cinq Châteaux
68920 Wintzenheim
France
+33 389 301020
info@chateau-hohlandsbourg.com
www.chateau-hohlandsbourg.com/fr/
48.059862, 7.269301
April, May, June, and September: Daily except Mondays,
1−6 p.m., Sundays, public holidays, and events, 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
July and August: Daily, 10 a.m.−7 p.m.
October: Daily except Mondays, 1−5 p.m., Sundays, 10 a.m.−5 p.m.
November−March: closed
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Neuf-Brisach

A charming walk to the heart of history!
Neuf-Brisach is the “City of the Sun King”, founded in 1699 at the wish
of Ludwig XIV. Today, this fortified town is considered the masterpiece of
Vauban. With architectural structures unique in all of Europe, it has even
been awarded UNESCO World Heritage status. Its training grounds and
clear, unbroken lines combine with ramparted fortifications and 48 blocks
arranged in a perfect octagon to make this place a truly unforgettable
tourist attraction. A trail marked in blue allows guests to walk in Vauban’s
very footsteps.
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Highlights
Tour of Neuf-Brisach and the fortifications – with a costumed tour guide
(Duration: 1 ½ hours)
The Vauban Museum – Learn more about the history and architecture of
Neuf-Brisach, the last work of Sébastien Le Prestre, Marquis de Vauban.
The most famous military engineer of King Louis XIV, he was entrusted
with the enormous task of protecting the border in northeastern France

Neuf-Brisach
6 Place d'Armes
Palais du Gouverneur, 68600 Neuf-Brisach
France
+33 897 2566 / 6038 9721765
info@tourisme-paysdebrisach.com
www.tourisme-paysdebrisach.com
48.018091, 7.530145
Vauban Museum Opening Hours:
May−September: Daily except Tuesdays,
10 a.m.−noon and 2−5 p.m.
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Rötteln Castle

Rötteln Castle is one of the region’s most impressive fortresses and the
third largest castle ruin in Baden. This proud fortress affords breathtaking views of the countryside.
These remarkable ruins offer panoramic views from a soaring keep and
transport visitors to another place and time. In addition to the Castle Museum, exciting guided tours for children and adults bring the everyday hustle
and bustle of ancient Rötteln back to life. The sprawling complex extends
an entire 300 meters in length, with a bridge connecting the castle’s two
parts: an outer bailey and upper castle, the oldest part of Rötteln Castle.
Two towering keeps lend the castle its striking appearance, unmistakable
even from a distance. Housed inside the so-called “Landschreiberei”, the
museum displays military artifacts alongside everyday items that testify
to the history of this great castle, including cannon balls and arrowheads,
fragments of dishes and stove tiles, buttons, scissors, thimbles, and table
bells. Also on display is a large castle model that portrays Rötteln Castle in
its last, undamaged condition in the mid-17th century. Beginning in the 19th
century, the ruins began to rise in public estimation due to their romantic
character and picturesque surroundings. Today, Rötteln Castle is one of
the most popular destinations in the Upper Rhine Valley, inviting guests to
enjoy unbelievable panoramic views of Lörrach, the Wiesen Valley, and the
far-off peaks of the Swiss mountains from its “Green Tower”, a Hohenstaufen
keep in the upper castle.
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Highlights
Members of the Rötteln Association serve as passionate expert castle
guides – Headquartered in Lörrach, this association’s members not only
know the facts, but love what they do – you can tell!
In summer, the castle walls are transformed into an impressive stage
for the castle festival – The annually changing program is organized by
dozens of enthusiastic locals

Burg Rötteln
79541 Lörrach-Haagen
Germany
+49 7621 56494
info@burgruine-roetteln.de
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/
monumente/burgen/burg-roetteln
47.637932, 7.668351
April 1−October 31: 10 a.m.−6 p.m.
Last Admission: 5:30 p.m.
November 1−March 31 (only open Saturdays, Sundays, and
public holidays): 11 a.m.−4 p.m.
Last Admission: 3:30 p.m.
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Ferrette Castle

As one of the oldest castles in Alsace (13th century), Ferrette was first owned
by the counts of Ferrette before changing hands to the Habsburgs in 1324.
The castle was one of the Ferrette’s first noble possessions, resulting from
the division of an inheritance left by the counts of Bar and Mousson from
Lorraine. The Ferrette dynasty named seven consecutive counts before the
title fell to the Duchy of Austria after the death of the last Count Ferrette
and the marriage of Johanna von Ferrette to Habsburg Albrecht II in 1324.
The castle then became residence to an Austrian bailiff.

Château de Ferrette
68480 Ferrette
France
+33 389 082388
info@sundgau-sudalsace.fr
www.tourisme-alsace.com
47.493914, 7.317334
Freely accessible, guided tours available upon request

The entire complex consists of two parts:
- The older upper castle, a multi-story tower carved out of the limestone
rock (one of the first of its kind in Alsace).
- The lower castle, including several round shell towers that were once
equipped with cannons.

38

39

18

Wartenberg Ruins

Not just one, but three medieval ruins await you! The towers of the middle
and front Wartenberg are now observation towers that offer wide, fantastic
views of the Alsace region.

Ruinen Wartenberg
4132 Muttenz
Switzerland
www.wartenberg.ch
47.518111, 7.654139
Freely accessible

The front Wartenberg was the largest and most important of the three
fortresses. As suggested by Werner Meyer, a Burgundian Royal Castle may
have stood here once upon a time. In any case, site findings have been dated
all the way back to the late Carolingian period. The walls still visible today
were built in the mid-12th century, and the castle was continuously expanded
in the following century. The Count of Neu-Homberg lived in either the front
or middle castle in the 13th century, and in 1301, Count Werner of Neu-Homberg gave both castles as second fief to Hugo and Kuno zer Sunnen, both
citizens of Basel. Although the rights to the Wartenberg castles were sold
to the Habsburgs by the Count of Neu-Homberg in 1306, the zer Sunnen
were allowed to remain there. It is believed that the castle was damaged by
a large earthquake in 1356 and then rebuilt. In 1371, the Münchs of Münchenstein (relatives of the zer Sunnen) took over the fief and, in 1515, sold
the front and middle Wartenberg to the city of Basel. Both were no longer
inhabited and on the verge of collapse at the time. The middle Wartenberg
most likely only consisted of a residential and defensive tower built by the
Lords of Homberg in the 12th century. Archaeological finds uncovered here
could be traced back to between the 13th and 15th centuries, and the tower
was abandoned sometime in the 15th century.
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Bottmingen Palace

This historical, moated palace was built in the second half of the 13th
century and is the last existing moated palace in Baselland’s Leimen
Valley.
The Palatine nobleman Johann von der Grün built the palace in 1645 in the
style of early German Baroque. The landscape and portrait medallions as
well as the shell-crowned gables of the main facade were created under
his leadership. In 1720, Johannes Deucher of Steckborn transformed the
palace into a French Baroque country estate, to which the signature French
Mansard roofs, large windows, and sweeping staircase still testify. Stables,
orangeries, green houses, and a French baroque garden once surrounded
the pond. In 1780, the palace owner and Basel citizen Martin Wenk took down
the tower and southeastern walls, all the way up to the courtyard (today’s
garden terrace), and decorated the Stone Hall with magnificent stucco work.
The English park was created in the 19th century. The last lords of the palace
were the bankers Heinrich and Peter Oswald, who used the estate as a
private summer residence. They established a restaurant in 1887 and built
a large hall overlooking the pond on the western side of the castle. Although
Bottmingen was terribly neglected during the 1930s, Carl Roth and friends
of the castle from Basel launched a rescue operation in 1943, during which
they demolished the large hall and restored the original castle. Since 1957,
the castle belongs to the canton of Baselland and is a protected monument.

42

Highlights
Today, the restaurant in Bottmingen Castle is known for high-quality
cuisine
The romantic and stylish surroundings are particular favorites for celebrating special occasions of all kinds
Countless couples have already held their dream wedding inside the
castle walls

Restaurant Schloss Bottmingen
Schlossgasse 9, 4103 Bottmingen
Switzerland
+41 61 4211515
info@weiherschloss.ch
www.weiherschloss.ch
47.523833, 7.570361
Tuesday–Sunday: 11:30 a.m.−11 p.m.
Closed Mondays

43

20

Farnsburg Ruins

The Farnsburg Ruins consist of a vast, former castle complex with breathtaking remnants of the original shield wall, towers, various buildings,
and outer walls.

Ruine Farnsburg
4465 Hemmiken, Ormalingen
Switzerland
www.baselland-tourismus.ch/burgen
47.493194, 7.870667
Freely accessible

Farnsburg was built in 1330 by the Lords of Thierstein and later acquired by
the Habsburg barons of Falkenstein. The barons went on to fight in the war
against the Swiss, resulting in a siege of the castle in 1444.
This well-preserved castle changed ownership several times over the centuries until one fateful day in 1709 when the bailiff currently residing there
was cast out and the castle set on fire. Afterwards, the castle stones were
used to build new castles elsewhere and Farnsburg fell quickly into ruin.
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Hardenburg Palace and
Fortress Ruins
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Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe
Rheinland-Pfalz
Schloss- und Festungsruine Hardenburg
67098 Bad Dürkheim, Germany
www.schloss-hardenburg.de

Trifels Imperial Castle
Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe
Rheinland-Pfalz
Reichsburg Trifels, 76855 Annweiler
Germany
www.burgen-rlp.de

A fortified Renaissance residence!

He who rules Trifels rules the Empire!

Hardenburg is one of the Palatinate’s largest and most impressive structures. The remains of a vast residential wing, stately halls, west rampart,
and Renaissance garden paint vivid pictures of the palace’s former splendor.
Tip: Multimedia guide, palace festival in September.

This extraordinary castle of the Salian and Hohenstaufen families was once
a center for politics, home to the Imperial regalia, and also where King
Richard the Lionheart was once imprisoned.
Tip: “Power and Myth” exhibition, staged plays, guided tours, summer
adventure days.
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Waghäusel Palace
Eremitage Waghäusel
Friedrich-Hecker-Allee 3, 68753 Waghäusel
Germany
www.waghaeusel.de

Castles of Dahn
Generaldirektion Kulturelles Erbe
Rheinland-Pfalz
Dahner Burgen, 66994 Dahn
Germany
www.burgen-rlp.de

“Baroque outside, Art Nouveau inside!” at the former summer residence
of Prince-Bishop Damian Hugo von Schönborn.

Turbulent times for the Knights of Dahn!

Experience Waghäusel’s thrilling history as a summer residence and subsequent residential and office building on a guided tour (prior registration
only). The enchanting mix of baroque and Art Nouveau lives on inside the
palace, making this building an extraordinary ensemble.

The three castles of Dahn – Alt-Dahn, Grafendahn, and Tanstein – all cling to
a single sandstone cliff, and enormous gates and turrets testify to a violent,
quarrelsome history.
Tip: View from the keep, castle museum and restaurant, castle festival,
summer adventure days.
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Castle Lorentzen and
Outbuilding
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Neuenbürg Palace

“La Grange aux Paysages”
Office de Tourisme de l'Alsace Bossue
90, rue principale, 67430 Lorentzen
France
www.alsace-bossue.net

Schloss Neuenbürg
Hintere Schlosssteige/Schloss 1
75305 Neuenbürg
Germany
www.schloss-neuenbuerg.de

Discover the secrets of the Alsace region inside the alt barn of Castle
Lorentzen!

Discover Neuenbürg Palace and more than 800 years of history on a picturesque mountain enveloped by the Enz River.

Although privately owned, the castle is still home to an environmental
education center inside its old mill and the “Secrets of the Landscapes”
exhibition inside the old barn. Castle Lorentzen is also a great starting point
for biking, hiking, walks, shopping, etc.

Visitors can look forward to an unusual museum featuring a performance of
the fairytale “The Cold Heart” by Wilhelm Hauff. The entire complex is one
of the region’s best highlights, complete with palace, garden, castle ruins,
and a church with medieval wall paintings.
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La Petite Pierre − Fortified
Town with CASTLE

28

Hohenbaden Old Castle

and Fortifications of Vauban
Maison du Parc naturel régional
Vosges du Nord
Château B.P. 24, 67290 La Petite Pierre
France
www.parc-vosges-nord.fr

Altes Schloss Hohenbaden
Alter Schloßweg 10, 76532 Baden-Baden
Germany
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/monumente/
burgen/altes-schloss-hohenbaden

La Petite Pierre/Lützelstein is home to a castle, Vauban fortifications,
and the seat of the Park of the Northern Vosges.

The stunning location and romantic wind harp of the former residence
of the Margraves of Baden-Baden can’t be missed!

Modernized in 1680, the medieval, fortified Old Town is home to the La Petite
Pierre palace and its various exhibitions, a church with frescoes from 1417,
the Museum of Seals, the Springerle Model Museum, and the Heidenhaus
(1534) in the Town Hall gardens.

The Margraves of Baden-Baden ruled from inside the walls of Hohenbaden
Old Castle. The medieval palace walls and 800-year-old castle tower are
testaments to their vast power. Special children's tours provide extra fodder
for the imagination of tiny knights and fair ladies.
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Alt-Eberstein Castle
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Alt-Eberstein
Rosenstraße 50, 76530 Baden-Baden
Germany
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/
monumente/burgen/burg-alt-eberstein

Haut-Barr Castle
Château du Haut-Barr
67700 Saverne
France
www.tourisme-saverne.fr

Towering formidably above the trees, these ruins remind one of a time
when land was secured with mighty fortresses.

Also known as the “Eye of Alsace”, this castle offers a great view of the
entire region and the Vosges Mountains.

The medieval Alt-Eberstein Castle is perched on a steep rock and best reached
over the hiking trail starting at Hohenbaden Old Castle. The fantastic view
from the castle tower spans across the Black Forest and Rhine Valley all
the way to the Vosges Mountains.

Built in the 12th century, Haut-Barr rises above three large boulders connected
by the “Devil’s Bridge”. Perched at an altitude of 470 meters, one can even
see the Strasbourg Cathedral from the castle on a clear day. Guided group
tours are available upon prior registration.
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Yburg Castle
Yburg
Burgruine 1, 76534 Baden-Baden
Germany
www.schloesser-und-gaerten.de/
monumente/burgen/yburg

Rohan Palace
Palais Rohan, Musées de la Ville de Strasbourg
2, place du Château, 67076 Strasbourg cedex
France
www.musees.strasbourg.eu

Yburg and its restaurant are a favorite excursion destination and beloved
landmark of the Baden-Baden wine region.

The Rohan Palace is home to an archaeological museum, museum of
arts and crafts, and a museum of fine arts.

The castle, which was built around 1200, was part of a large-scale defense
system for the Margaviate of Baden. Once seen purely as a strategic advantage, the wide view across the Rhine Valley can be enjoyed by guests today
from the restaurant terrace.

Once a former residence of the four Cardinals of Rohan, a town hall, and
later an Imperial and royal palace, Rohan Palace is a remarkable relic of
18th century royal lifestyle with classic, noble facades and ostentatious
inner rooms.
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Balthasar Castle
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Europa-Park Gmbh & Co Mack KG
Europa-Park-Str. 2
77977 Rust
Germany
www.europapark.de

Badenweiler Castle
Burg Badenweiler
Am Burgberg oberhalb des Kurhauses
79410 Badenweiler
Germany
www.burg-badenweiler.de

A fairytale atmosphere and medieval ambiance await you at Balthasar
Castle in the heart of Europa-Park’s castle park.

Situated at the heart of a traditional spa garden, the castle walls provide
an exceptional panoramic view.

Granted as fief by the Strasbourg bishops to the village of Rust in 1442,
Balthasar Castle was built by the family Boecklin of Boecklinsau and served
as a center of their reign for many years. Today, it has found a new home in
Germany’s largest amusement park.

With their lovely Romanesque windows, the walls themselves are a sight
to see. The Great Hall, a grand residential building of its time, still echoes
with the castle’s former resplendence. Hear fascinating stories about Badenweiler history on one of the regular castle tours.

34

36

Bucheneck Palace
Château-Musée du Bucheneck
Rue Kageneck, 68360 Soultz Haut Rhin
France
www.tourisme-alsace.com

Landskron Castle
Château du Landskron
68220 Leymen
France
www.tourisme-alsace.com

A moated palace from the High Middle Ages, part of Bucheneck’s residential building dates back to the 13th century.

The ruins of Landskron: A 13th century keep, round towers, chapel ruins,
fountains, and Renaissance sculptures.

Ten halls and several floors of this 12th century palace haven been dedicated to the city’s rich history and famous families. Discover the Knights
of Malta, the Waldner of Freudstein, and the families in Soultz of knightly
and noble descent.

The original castle from the 13th century was built close to the Swiss border
and first changed by the Habsburgs in the 16th century. The redoubts and
ramparts at the lower castle entrance still clearly carry the mark of Vauban,
who had them adapted for military purposes.
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Reichenstein Castle
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Burg Reichenstein
Reichensteinweg, 4144 Arlesheim
Switzerland
www.baselland-tourismus.ch/burgen

Wildenstein Palace
Schloss Wildenstein
4416 Bubendorf
Switzerland
www.baselland-tourismus.ch/burgen

The well preserved Reichenstein Castle is a historical landmark towering
high above the town of Arlesheim.

Bubendorf’s Wildenstein Palace is Baselland’s only preserved and, until
recently, only inhabited high castle.

After a colorful history, the old castle from the year 1239 is now once again
full of life, hosting various birthday celebrations, concerts, and weddings
throughout the year. The Rehliplatz at the foot of the castle is now a beloved
picnic area complete with fire pit.

Wildenstein Palace consists of a residential and fortified tower. Amazingly –
and unlike other castles of its kind – the tower remained intact after losing its
military and residential functions in the 15th and 17th centuries, respectively.
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Morimont Castle
Château du Morimont
68480 Oberlarg
France
www.tourisme-alsace.com

Waldenburg Palace
Ruine Schloss Waldenburg
4437 Waldenburg
Switzerland
www.baselland-tourismus.ch/burgen

Come and visit ancient ramparts, watchtowers, and an exceptional
arched cellar whose massive size is truly unique.

Now the proud remains of a bailiwick palace, the Waldenburg Palace
ruins tower high above the medieval village below.

Nestled in a green grove, the castle ruins were first mentioned in 1183 and
overlook the Larg Valley. Tours of the interior are available upon request.

The Waldenburg was built around the year 1200 by the counts Hermann
of Frohburg in order to collect tolls for the pass road. The palace changed
hands numerous times over the years until it was set on fire in 1798 during
the Baselland uprisings.
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Saint-Ulrich Castle
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