
Contemporary art on the Upper Rhine
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ART VALLEY  
Contemporary art on the Upper Rhine

SELECTED PROGRAMME MODULES
   Trifels Castle
Trifles Castle lies in a perfect strategic location high on a rocky outcrop. 
It once housed the crown, sceptre and orb from the Imperial Regalia of 
the Holy Roman Empire and was also used as a prison. The most famous 
inmate was King Richard the Lionheart.

   Mhou Ostrich Farm
Visitors can experience these exotic flightless birds in their natural 
surroundings on a tour of the lush grazing land. The farm shop sells fresh 
ostrich meat and a variety of products made from ostrich leather and 
feathers.

   Terra Sigillata Museum
Ceramic artworks created across four centuries of the Roman age bear 
witness to early forms of industrial manufacturing and far-reaching trade 
relations. An array of precious everyday artefacts evoke the high culture 
and lifestyle enjoyed by the Romans some 2,000 years ago.

   The Margrave of Baden’s Winery in Castle Staufenberg
Perched high above Durbach, this 11th century castle is an emblem of the 
famous wine region and attracts visitors from all over the world. Visitors 
can enjoy the magnificent views from the castle terrace over a glass of 
wine. 

   Château de Lichtenberg
This castle dates from the early 13th century and was refurbished in a 
modern style after it was almost completely destroyed in 1870. Today it 
features exhibition rooms and a function room, and also welcomes local 
artists.

   Haut-Koenigsbourg
This 12th-century castle is perched on a rocky outcrop at 757 metres above 
sea level. Visitors can enjoy the fully furnished castle chambers and me-
dieval weaponry collection while savouring the magnificent views of the 
Rhine Valley, the Vosges and the Black Forest.

INFO: 
Trifelsstraße | D 76855 Annweiler 
Tel. +49 (0)6346-8470 
www.burgen-rlp.de

INFO: 
Am See | D 76761 Rülzheim 
Tel. +49 (0)7272-9297670 
www.mhoufarm.de

INFO: 
Hauptstr. 35 | D 76764 Rheinzabern 
Tel. +49 (0)7272-955893 
www.terra-sigillata-museum.de

INFO: 
Schloss Staufenberg 1 | D 77770 Durbach 
Tel. +49 (0)781-42778
www.schloss-staufenberg.de

INFO: 
F 67340 Lichtenberg 
Tel. +33 (0)388-899872 
www.chateaudelichtenberg.com

INFO: 
F 67600 Orschwiller 
Tel. +33 (0)369-332500 
www.haut-koenigsbourg.fr
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Upper Rhine Valley - the three-border region of the Upper Rhine, where Germany, France and 
Switzerland meet. A place where dark forests, lush green meadows, blossoming orchards and 
vineyards are interspersed with quaint villages and towns that are steeped in history. Besides 
beautiful countryside and unique culinary specialities, the Upper Rhine also has plenty to offer 
lovers of modern art. The multitude of museums and exhibition halls between Karlsruhe and 
Basel cover virtually the whole spectrum of modern art - ranging from classical modern to the 
latest forms of contemporary art.

We have put together a selection of well-known museums, outstanding restaurants and fine 
hotels from the wide range on offer in the region, and also recommend a number of comple-
mentary attractions in the vicinity.

Why not pay us a call and discover the diversity of a region where three countries meet?

   Black Forest Open Air Museum Vogtsbauernhof
This museum provides visitors with a fascinating insight into farm life 
between the 16th and 18th centuries and showcases the rural culture and 
technology of the Black Forest. Demonstrations of different traditional 
handicrafts are provided daily according to a rotating programme.

   House of Baden Wines - Alte Wache
A wine-tasting session acquaints visitors with the fascinating diversity and 
unique features of wines produced in Baden and allows them to get away 
from it all in a relaxed atmosphere. 

   Parc de Wesserling
The gardens of Parc de Wesserling are among the most beautiful in Alsace. 
Part of a former royal textile factory with textile museum, visitors can 
explore the English and French gardens and take in the Mediterranean 
terraces.

   Beschle Chocolatier Suisse
This Swiss family company with a heritage stretching back more than 
100 years immerses its visitors in the wonderful world of chocolate. There 
is something for everyone here, with activities including a guided tour of 
the production facilities, chocolate tasting, and the creation of your very 
own dream chocolates.

   Augusta Raurica. Step back into ancient Roman times!
An impressive theatre, a mysterious well shaft, the largest collection of 
silver treasure from the Late Antiquity and explorable sewers, along  
with numerous workshops about life in Roman times for adults and 
children alike.

   Porrentruy, Jura
A visit to Porrentruy is like taking a step back in time. Nestled against the 
picture-postcard backdrop of the canton of Jura, this tiny town boasts 
a medieval castle, beautiful Baroque town houses, fountains and little 
alleyways.

INFO: 
D 77793 Gutach 
Tel. +49 (0)7831-93560 
www.vogtsbauernhof.org

INFO: 
Münsterplatz 38 | D 79098 Freiburg 
Tel. +49 (0)761-202870 
www.alte-wache.com

INFO: 
Rue du Parc | F 68470 Husseren-Wesserling
Tel. +33 (0)389-382808 
 www.parc-wesserling.fr

INFO: 
Holbeinstrasse 49 | CH 4051 Basel 
Tel. +41 (0)61-2954040 
www.beschle.ch

INFO: 
Giebenacherstr 17 | CH 4302 Augst 
Tel. +41 (0)61-8162222 
www.augustaraurica.ch

INFO: 
Jura Tourisme | Grand‘Rue 5 
CH 2900 Porrentruy 
Tel. +41 (0)32-4204772 
www.juratourisme.ch
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   Max Slevogt-Galerie – Schloss Villa Ludwigshöhe
The collection focuses on paintings by Max Slevogt from various stages of 
his creative life. Along with Liebermann and Corinth, Slevogt is recognised 
as one of Germany’s avant-garde artists. He had close ties with the inter-
national art scene and brought an air of liberal metropolitan thinking to  
a region tucked away in the southwestern corner of the Palatinate.

   Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe
The Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe is an intermediary between the past, 
present and future. Some 800 works from the Late Middle Ages to the 
present day are on permanent display in the main building and in the 
Orangerie house. The Junge Kunsthalle (Young Art Gallery) is home to 
exhibitions designed specifically with children and teenagers in mind.

   ZKM | Zentrum für Kunst und Medientechnologie
The ZKM is the only institution of its kind in the world. A wide variety  
of exhibitions showcase current art trends and media developments,  
ranging from painting and sculpture through to media art, apps and 
games. Exhibitions often contain artworks created in the Center itself 
alongside art from important collections worldwide.

   Museum Frieder Burda
This internationally acclaimed collection focuses primarily on Classical 
Modernism and the contemporary era. It includes some 1,000 paintings, 
graphics and sculptures. Alternating with special exhibitions, the works 
of art are frequently presented from different viewpoints and in new 
contexts.

   Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden
The Staatliche Kunsthalle Baden-Baden has been an international forum 
for contemporary art and culture for more than a century. The building is 
acknowledged as an archetype of exhibition venue architecture typical of 
the 20th century period until the present day. The programme of exhibi-
tions aims to explore the virtue of contemporary art in civil society.

DAY 1
Arrive in Annweiler in the late afternoon. 
Trifels Castle was the favourite castle of 
Emperor Frederick I Barbarossa in the Middle 
Ages, and once housed the Imperial Regalia 
of the Holy Roman Empire. Followed by on-
ward travel to Edenkoben and the beautifully 
situated Schloss Villa Ludwigshöhe, home 
to the Max Slevogt-Galerie, which contains 
some outstanding examples of the artist’s 
work. Onward travel to Karlsruhe. Evening 
meal and overnight stay in Karlsruhe.

DAY 2
In the morning you visit the Zentrum für 
Kunst und Medientechnologie (ZKM) in 
Karlsruhe, which is a site of key interna-
tional significance due to the diversity and 
quality of its collections. The centre provides 
a unique overview of the development of 
the media and their use in art. Onward travel 
to Baden-Baden. The Museum Frieder Burda 
is home to an internationally acclaimed 
collection, which is constantly reinvented for 
visitors to enjoy afresh. There will be enough 
time left to explore the town itself, which 
was once known as the summer capital of 
Europe. Evening meal and overnight stay  
in Baden-Baden.

DAY 3
After breakfast, you travel to the neighbour-
ing city of Strasbourg. MAMCS – Musée d’Art 
Moderne et Contemporain de la Ville de 
Strasbourg boasts an extensive collection  
of paintings, sculpture, graphics, video art 
and design. It is worth taking the time to 
explore Strasbourg’s main sights before 
heading home.
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SELECTED MUSEUMS

INFO: 
Villastr. 65 | D 67480 Edenkoben 
Tel. +49 (0)6323-93016  
www.max-slevogt-galerie.de

INFO: 
Hans-Thoma-Str. 2-6 | D 76133 Karlsruhe 
Tel. +49 (0)721-9263359 
www.kunsthalle-karlsruhe.de

INFO: 
Lorenzstr. 19 | D 76135 Karlsruhe 
Tel. +49 (0)721-81000 
www.zkm.de

INFO: 
Lichtentaler Allee 8b | D 76530 Baden-Baden  
Tel. +49 (0)7221-398980
www.museum-frieder-burda.de

INFO: 
Lichtentaler Allee 8a | D 76530 Baden-Baden 
Tel. +49 (0)7221-30076400 
www.kunsthalle-baden-baden.de

ART VALLEY TOUR I
Karlsruhe | Baden-Baden | Strasbourg
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    MAMCS – Musée d’Art Moderne et Contemporain de  
la Ville de Strasbourg

Revitalised by the architectural vision of Adrien Fainsilber, the MAMCS is 
renowned for an extensive collection that incorporates a body of works 
dating from 1870 to the present day. The museum houses a large number 
of exhibitions every year, covering a wide range of eras from the modern 
period to the latest contemporary art.

   Museum für Aktuelle Kunst – Sammlung Hurrle Durbach
This museum has a collection that is worthy of special attention due 
to its originality and complexity. The main focal point is not just the 
internatio nally successful Malerfürsten (painter princes) of the 1980s, 
but also the key groups and movements that have shaped the course of 
art history over the last 60 years.

   Musée Würth France Erstein
This museum provides access to the Würth collection in France. It is one 
of the most significant corporate collections of modern and contempo-
rary art in Europe. Two exhibitions devoted either to a single artist or to 
a theme are curated each year, which are put conceived with the Würth 
collection as a starting point.

   Frac Alsace – Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain Alsace
The glass architecture of the Frac Alsace makes it a remarkably  transpa-
rent feature of the town. It is a unique space that plays host to three or 
four exhibitions per year. The collection is displayed in rotating tempo-
rary exhibitions and contains some 1,000 works from all genres by more 
than 450 artists, with works dating from 1956 to the present day.

   Kunsthalle Messmer
Alongside a bequest from André Evard, a pioneer Swiss modernist pain-
ter, the collection also contains figurative and abstract works of Classical 
Modernism as well as contemporary art. The gallery’s main focus is on 
concrete constructivist art.

DAY 1
Arrive in Lichtenberg around midday. The 
Château de Lichtenberg is an unorthodox 
combination of medieval castle and exhibi-
tion space for contemporary art. Followed by 
onward travel to Erstein. Exhibitions devoted 
either to a single artist or to a theme are 
curated at Musée Würth France Erstein twice 
a year. They are always conceived with the 
Würth collection as a starting point. Followed 
by onward travel to Strasbourg. Evening meal 
and overnight stay in Strasbourg after explo-
ring the city under your own steam.

DAY 2
Travel to Durbach after breakfast. The  
Museum für Aktuelle Kunst – Sammlung  
Hurrle is dedicated to influential artistic 
groups and movements of the past 60 years.  
Followed by onward travel to Sélestat. Frac  
Alsace – Fonds Régional d’Art Contemporain 
Alsace hosts alternating exhibitions that cover  
all areas of contemporary art from 1956 to 
the present day. Followed by onward travel 
to Colmar. Evening meal and overnight stay 
in Colmar.

DAY 3
Visit EACAM – Espace d’Art Contemporain 
André Malraux in the morning. This art space 
promotes young talent, but also showcases 
artists of international repute along with 
regional artists. Followed by onward travel  
to Freiburg. Round off your trip with a visit  
to the Museum für Neue Kunst, which is home  
to masterpieces ranging from Classical  
Modernism through to the present day.
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INFO: 
1, place Hans Jean Arp | F 67076 Strasbourg 
Tel. +33 (0)388-233131 
www.musees.strasbourg.eu

INFO: 
Vier Jahreszeiten | Almstr. 49 | D 77770 Durbach 
Tel. +49 (0)781-93201403 
www.museum-hurrle.de

INFO: 
Z.I. Ouest / rue Georges Besse | F 67150 Erstein  
Tel. +33 (0)3 88-647484 
www.musee-wurth.fr

INFO: 
1 espace Gilbert Estève, route de Marckolsheim  
F 67600 Sélestat | Tel. + 33 (0)388-588755 
www.frac.culture-alsace.org

INFO: 
Großherzog-Leopold-Platz 1 
D 79359 Riegel am Kaiserstuhl 
Tel. +49 (0)7642-9201620 
www.kunsthallemessmer.de

ART VALLEY TOUR II
Strasbourg | Sélestat | Colmar | Freiburg
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   EACAM – Espace d’Art Contemporain André Malraux
The idea behind this art space, which is housed in an old sauerkraut  
factory, is to act as a platform to showcase the entire spectrum of  
contemporary art. Five exhibitions per year promote young talents and 
also showcase local and regional artists, as well as those of international 
acclaim.

   Museum für Neue Kunst – Städtische Museen Freiburg
The key artistic movements of the last 100 years are represented by 
master pieces ranging from Classical Modernism through to the present 
day. The collection has a distinctive regional focus, with powerful  
international elements from Expressionism through to the latest trends.

   Kunstverein Freiburg
Since 1950, the Kunstverein Freiburg has blossomed into a nationally  
and internationally renowned institution dedicated exclusively to current 
trends in contemporary art. It tackles core issues concerning the producti-
on, presentation, communication and constraints of contemporary art.

   La Kunsthalle Mulhouse – Centre d‘art contemporain
The old foundry is a magnificent combination of industrial heritage and 
modern architecture. La Kunsthalle shares its building with Upper Alsace 
University and promotes a concept of exhibitions and artistic events dedi-
cated to the exploration and creation of contemporary art.

   CRAC Alsace – Centre Rhénan d’Art Contemporain
The CRAC Alsace is a place of research and creative endeavour, with the 
prime objective of communicating contemporary art to a wider public. 
The CRAC’s comprehensive and dynamic programme ensures that it is 
seen as a trend-setting centre where art is constantly being reinvented.

DAY 1
Arrive in Gutach in the morning. Black Forest 
Open Air Museum Vogtsbauernhof whisks  
visitors off into bygone centuries, with 
painstaking attention to detail. Followed by 
onward travel to Freiburg. The exhibitions 
and events staged at the Kunstverein Freiburg 
have ensured that it has remained at the fore-
front of contemporary art for over 60 years. 
The E-Werk and Kunstraum Alexander Bürkle 
both offer a similar programme. Evening 
meal and overnight stay in Freiburg.

DAY 2
Travel to Husseren-Wesserling in the morning. 
The gardens in Parc de Wesserling are among 
the most beautiful in Alsace and are part of 
the former royal textile factory. Followed by 
onward travel to Mulhouse. La Kunsthalle  
Mulhouse – Centre d’Art Contemporain is an 
endearing combination of modern architec-
ture and industrial heritage that is dedicated 
to the creative endeavours of young contem-
porary artists. Followed by onward travel to 
Weil am Rhein. The Vitra Design Museum is 
one of the leading design and architecture 
museums in the world. Onward travel to Basel. 
Evening meal and overnight stay in Basel.

DAY 3
Visit Kunstmuseum Basel, in the morning. 
The main focal points of the museum are 
paintings and drawings by Upper Rhine 
artists from 1400 to 1600, and art from the 
19th to 21st centuries. Finish your tour with  
a trip to Muttenz. The gallery, Kunsthaus  
Baselland, concentrates on current issues  
in contemporary art and solo exhibitions  
by up-and-coming artists.
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INFO: 
4 rue Rapp | F 68000 Colmar  
Tel. +33 (0)389-206759 | www.colmar.fr/ 
culture/presentation-espace-malraux.html

INFO: 
Marienstr. 10a | D 79098 Freiburg 
Tel. +49 (0)761-2012583 
www.freiburg.de/museen

INFO: 
Dreisamstr. 21 | D 79098 Freiburg 
Tel. +49 (0)761-34944 
www.kunstvereinfreiburg.de

INFO: 
16 rue de la Fonderie | F 68093 Mulhouse 
Tel. +33 (0)369-776647 
www.kunsthallemulhouse.com

INFO: 
18 rue du Château | F 68130 Altkirch 
Tel. +33 (0)389-088259 
www.cracalsace.com

ART VALLEY TOUR III
Freiburg | Mulhouse | Basel
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   Fondation Beyeler
The famous collection of renowned art-dealing duo, Ernst and Hildy Beyeler, 
is home to around 200 pre-eminent 20th century masterpieces, with primary 
focus on Classical Modernism. One particularly appealing feature of the 
foundation is the interplay between the art and the spellbinding architecture 
of the museum, in conjunction with temporary exhibitions of the highest 
international calibre.

   Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein
The Vitra Design Museum numbers among the world’s most prominent 
museums of design. It is dedicated to the research and presentation of 
design, past and present, and examines its relationship to architecture,  
art and everyday culture. In the main museum building by Frank Gehry,  
the museum annually mounts two major temporary exhibitions.

   Kunstmuseum Basel
The main focal points of the Kunstmuseum Basel are paintings and 
drawings by Upper Rhine artists from 1400 to 1600, and art from the  
19th to 21st centuries. In terms of 20th century art, the main emphasis is on 
Cubism, German Expressionism, Abstract Expressionism and American  
art from 1950 onwards.

   Museum Tinguely
This museum is home to the largest collection of works by one of the most 
innovative and influential Swiss artists of the 20th century: Jean Tinguely. The 
permanent exhibition provides a comprehensive overview of his creative life. 
There are regular special exhibitions which take Tinguely’s ideas as a starting 
point and showcase a wide spectrum of artists and themes.

   Kunsthaus Baselland
Situated on the outskirts of Basel, the Kunsthaus Baselland maximises the 
potential for experimentation and innovation afforded by its location. 
The main focal points are group exhibitions on themes of contemporary 
social discourse and current issues in contemporary art, along with solo 
exhibitions of up-and-coming artists.

   Aargauer Kunsthaus
The Aargauer Kunsthaus is home to one of the most beautiful and com-
prehensive collections of Swiss art dating from the 18th century to the 
present day. Themed exhibitions of collections and regularly changing 
presentations of its artworks facilitate thought-provoking discussions 
and constantly open up new perspectives.

DAY 1
Arrive in Aarau around midday. The Aargauer 
Kunsthaus is home to one of the most beau-
tiful and comprehensive collections of Swiss 
art dating from the 18th century to the present 
day. Continue on towards Augst, which was 
known as Augusta Raurica in Roman times 
and is home to excavations that provide a 
fascinating insight into Roman life 2,000  
years ago. Followed by onward travel to  
Basel. Evening meal and overnight stay  
in Basel.

DAY 2
Travel to Riehen in the morning. The famous 
collection at the Fondation Beyeler is home  
to some 200 pre-eminent 20th century 
masterpieces, with primary focus on Classical 
Modernism. Followed by onward travel to 
Porrentruy. A visit to the small municipality of 
Porrentruy in the canton of Jura takes visitors 
on a journey back in time from the Middle 
Ages to the Baroque era. Onward travel to 
Mulhouse in the afternoon. Exhibitions at La 
Kunsthalle Mulhouse – Centre d’Art Contem-
porain are devoted to the exploration and 
creation of contemporary art. After enjoying 
a leisurely stroll around the city, set off on the 
return journey to Basel. Evening meal and 
overnight stay in Basel. 

DAY 3
Visit Museum Tinguely in the morning. This 
museum is home to the largest collection 
of works by renowned Swiss artist Jean 
Tinguely, and the permanent exhibition 
provides a comprehensive overview of his 
creative life. Before heading home it is well 
worth taking a little more time to explore 
Basel, and perhaps buy a few little delicacies 
to take back with you.
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INFO: 
Baselstr. 101 | CH 4125 Riehen 
Tel. +41 (0)61-6459700 
www.fondationbeyeler.ch

INFO: 
Charles-Eames-Str. 2 | D 79576 Weil am Rhein
 Tel. +49 (0)7621-7023200 
www.design-museum.de

INFO: 
St. Alban-Graben 16 | CH 4010 Basel 
Tel. +41 (0)61-2066262 
www.kunstmuseumbasel.ch

INFO: 
Paul Sacher-Anlage 2 | CH 4002 Basel 
Tel. +41 (0)61-6819320 
www.tinguely.ch

INFO: 
St. Jakob-Str. 170 | CH 4132 Muttenz 
Tel. +41 (0)61-3128388 
www.kunsthausbaselland.ch

INFO: 
Aargauerplatz | CH 5001 Aarau 
Tel. +41 (0)62-8352330 
www.aargauerkunsthaus.ch

ART VALLEY TOUR IV
Aarau | Basel | Mulhouse
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Upper Rhine Valley
c/o Freiburg Wirtschaft Touristik und Messe  
GmbH & Co. KG
Rathausgasse 33
D 79098 Freiburg im Breisgau 
Tel. +49 (0)761-3881 1211
urv@fwtm.de
www.upperrhinevalley.com

Dieses Projekt wurde von der Europäischen Union kofinanziert –  
Europäischer Fonds für regionale Entwicklung (EFRE).
Projet cofinancé par l’Union Européenee –  
Fonds européen développement régional (EFRE).
This project is cofinanced by the European Union –  
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF).

Der Oberrhein wächst zusammen, mit jedem Projekt.
Dépasser les frontières – projet après projet.
Transcending borders with every project.
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